August 17, 2016
Board of Library Trustees, DC Public Library
Director Richard Reyes-Gavilan 
We are users of the Washingtoniana Division of the Martin Luther King Memorial Library who depend on its matchless collection. For some of us, our livelihood depends on Washingtoniana. While we understand that the 3rd floor facility will have to be closed during the multiyear MLK renovation, we also want to stress how vital it is that the collection continue to be accessible, not only for us, but also for homeowners, preservationists, academics, hobbyists and other visitors. 
We understand from Director Reyes-Gavilan that DCPL is working “feverishly on the interim services plan for MLK,” but nothing specific has been communicated or seems to exist. Therefore, we’ve compiled this list of resources that should continue to be available:  
 
General Materials
--Microfilm, including city directories, tax records, building permits, newspapers
(for high-resolution TIFF files for publications, signage)
--Vertical files
--Photographs, including Washington Star & historic image collections


Specific Collections
-- Maps, many not digitized
--Community Archives
--School Board reports to Commissioners
--Census reports
--Cemetery-related books
--Church directories, including Pamela Scott’s directory, other rare documents
 
Because DCPL is still developing the interim plan for Washingtoniana, we suggest a working group be set up, to include Washingtoniana staff, the planners/architects and the users of the collection (including signers below) to work collectively on the interim operation to ensure the continuity of access, including a location for the whole collection.  We are ready to advocate with all appropriate parties to this end.  
 
The Washingtoniana Division is the best current historical resource in the DC Government; it is vital that it continue to function during the MLK shutdown. Working together, we can make this happen and develop a plan that we can all be proud of. 
Sincerely,
Mara Cherkasky, Sarah Shoenfeld, PROLOGUE DC, LLC; Brian Kraft, JMT Technology Group; Evelyn Wrin, independent researcher; Katharina Hering, Mary Beth Corrigan, Bill Rice, Friends of the DC Archives; John De Ferrari, historian, author. 
Added after Aug 17
Barbara D. Bates, local historian 
Susan Hormuth, visual resource consultant Peter Lyden, citizen 
Carol Miller, Adams Morgan Planning Committee 
Carol F. Aten, Comm. of 100 
Kate M Perry, Comm. of 100 
John Fondersmith, Comm. of 100 
Stephen A. Hansen, Comm. of 100 
Charles Robertson, Comm. of 100 
Betsy McDaniel, W5 
Mary Alice Levine, Ward 3 Democratic Committee 
Kim Hoagland, local DC historian 
Sally Berk, preservationist 
Bertha Holliday, ANC 5E07, Brightwood Andrea Rosen, DC for Democracy, Friends of MLK Library
Charles H. Ellis, Dupont Circle CA, W2 Ed Network 
Ruth Marie Connolly, Barcley Tenants Association 
John Hammond, Ward 2 
Ann C. Wilcox, Statehood Green Party
Dail Doucette, Dupont Circle Main St. 
Richard Layman, planner & writer 
Loretta Neumann, former president, North Washington Neighbors Inc. 
Ann Hume Loikow, D.C. Statehood - Yes We Can! 
Keshini Ladduwahetty, DC for Democracy Kathy Henderson, ANC 5D05 
Linda Beebe, president, League of Women Voters, DC.

Shelley Tomkin, DC Democratic State Committee, W3 Democratic

Perry Frank, founding Dir. DC Murals: Spectacle & Story

Bonnie Rowan, B.G. Rowan Film Research
Catherine Donnelly, independent researcher

Brett Abrams, independent researcher

Arthur Chisley, DC Hist Soc.

Lois Orr, Cleveland Pk. Hist. Society

Phil Portlock, photographer, historian

Eric Fidler, DC tour guide 

Myra Best, Ph.D., Cleveland Pk. Hist. Society

Charlene Drew Jarvis, PhD, former Councilmember

Terry Lynch, Downtown Cluster of Congregations

Ibrahim Mumin

Bonnie Cain, Ward 1

Elinor Hart, Ward 1

Carin Ruff, Cleveland Park Historical Society

Alex Dickson, League of Women Voters

Dan Wedderburn, DC for Democracy
Joyce C. Saucier, former W8 ANC
Mary Gaffney, pres., NE Boundary Civic Assoc.

Sherice A. Muhammad, ANC 7D, Chair

John Chelen, Ward 3

Robin Diener, Friends of MLK Library

Larry Werner, Ward 3

Johnathan Silverman, Ward 3 Dems

Will H. Lee, Ward 3 Dems.

Anne Cauman, Ward 3

Zach Israel, Ward 3

Ken Stadlin, Ward 1

Jay Thal, Ward 3

David Jonas Bardin, Friend of UDC

(Organizations listed for identification only)
Additional signers welcome; just send name, address, email, phone, affiliation & Ward (if in DC ): Bill Rice, 202-437-7787, ricebill@aol.com, 202-437-7787 

And please sign this online petition: http://www.washingtoniana.org/?t=1
2-21-17
